The following is intended to serve as a template for the letter of interest to accompany a Trainee’s online Cross-Node Research Placement application. The considerations included are there as a guide; trainees are welcome to modify their letter as necessary.
Letters of interest should be no more than 2 pages in length.

[Trainee Name]
[Your Contact Information] [Institution/Organization] [Date]

To: [Mentor/Host Name] [Institution/Organization]
Subject: Letter of Interest – 2026 CRISM Cross-Node Research Placement Program
Title of the host’s project: [include full project title]
Dear CRISM Cross-Node Research Placement Review Committee members,
I am writing to express my interest in participating in the CRISM Cross-Node Placement Program. I am currently a [4th-year undergraduate/ graduate student/postdoctoral fellow] at [institution], and a member of CRISM through the [home Node].
I am interested in working with [In this section: name the host and briefly outline the project. Include details on the research opportunity with examples of research activities you will be involved with and how this opportunity will strengthen your research skills and knowledge in substance use research]. The [host’s name] and I have agreed that the cross-node training placement will involve a 12-week placement [if the host and trainee agreed on an alternate, hybrid arrangement outline the timeframe(s) agreed upon] commencing [dd/mm/yr - dd/mm/yr] at the host’s institution [include lab name; institution; city/province].
My research experience includes [briefly describe your relevant background in substance use research; include a few relevant references; and/or your relevant research experience]. Through this placement, I aim to [clearly state learning objectives (e.g., strengthen skills in mixed-method approaches; expand knowledge in a specific area (e.g., youth and cannabis use)].
[Host’s name] and I have identified key research deliverables for this placement including [e.g., a draft research proposal, literature review summary and a preliminary data analysis plan].


My supervisor [supervisor's first and last name] has signed off on this letter as evidence of their support of this placement.  Additionally, the attestation of my continuing education is included as a support document [template attestation is included at the end of this letter of interest].

I believe this placement will support my academic and professional growth while
contributing to CRISM’s national research network. I am committed to sharing my learning  with my home Node and/or supervisor’s research team following the placement [describe your plan for sharing learnings with home Node, supervisor’s research team and/or other collaborations].
Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for considering my application to the CRISM Cross-Node Research Placement program. I look forward to hearing from the review committee and working with [host name] and their team in the future.
Sincerely, 
[Your Name]

Cc: [Host name]
      [Host email]



Supervisor Attestation

This serves as my attestation that [name of trainee] is continuing on with their academic studies in [2027 or next academic calendar year]. I support their involvement with the CRISM cross-node research placement.






______________________________        _______________________		_____  /  ______  /  ____
Signature of Home Node Supervisor                   	    Name (Printed)		Year        Month      Day

